
 

Volume 2, Issue 5  May 2009, Iyyar 5769 

Congregation Ohav Shalom, an 
egalitarian Conservative synagogue 
rooted in a rich heritage of 
tradit ional Jewish values, is 
committed to enhancing the 
religious, spiritual, educational and 
cultural life of its members and the 
larger Jewish community through a 
commi tment  to  Torah,  our 
community, and continuity and 
growth amid change. 
 
Staff:  
Moshe Meirovich, Rabbi 
Hank Lerer, Synagogue Administrator 
Donna Fox, Educational Director 
Sheila Wagner, Office Assistant 
 
Executive Committee:  
Shelley Kirk, President 
Steve Segerman, First Vice President 
Les Goldfarb, Second Vice President  
Barry Joffe, Secretary 
Larry Noiman, Treasurer 
Ken Germain, Past President 
Amy Healey-Callahan, Sisterhood 
Randy Slovin, Menôs Club 
 
Gabbai:  
Gordon Schilmeister, Gabbai Emerit.  
Joe Goldmeier, Gabbai Rishon 
Glenn Bochner, Gabbai Sheni 
 
Sisterhood President:  
Amy Healey-Callahan 
 
Menôs Club President: 
Randy Slovin 
 
Webmaster:  
Ely Spiegel 
 
Newsletter Staff:  
Joe Bowman, Editor-in-Chief 
Irv Fox, Managing Editor 
Sandy Baden, Layout  
Contributors:  Michael Sullivan, Lois Germain, 
Hank Lerer, Sheila Wagner, Sarah Lempert 
 

8100 Cornell Road 

Cincinnati, OH 45249 

 

Phone: (513) 489-3399 
Fax: (513) 489-3372 
Website: www.ohavshalom.org 
E-mail:    office@ohavshalom.org 

Ohav Students Meet Holocaust Survivor  
On Sunday, April 5, Jason Mellman and eight seventh-graders from our religious 
school joined with students from Northern Hills to meet Holocaust survivor and Cin-
cinnati resident Werner Coppel.  When Mr. Coppel was their age, in 1937, he attended 
school in an old factory building along with all the other Jewish children in the area.  
When he was 16 years old, he worked in a labor camp near Berlin.  By the time he 
was 18 years old, his parents and brother were already lost to him, and Mr. Coppel 
was shipped to Auschwitz.  The year was 1943.   

Mr. Coppel was able to survive in Auschwitz for nearly two years.  At the end of the 
war, Auschwitz prisoners were forced on a brutal march.  After five days of this 
march, in January 1945, Mr. Coppel escaped and was taken in by non-Jewish families 
nearby.  These families had been protecting distant Jewish relatives from the Nazi's 
Final Solution and permitted Mr. Coppel to hide with them during the waning days of 
the war.   

While in hiding, Mr. Coppel met Trudy, a fellow Jew who worked to nurse Mr. Coppel 
back to health.  After the war, they moved to Berlin and, in 1946 when they were 20 
years old, they married.  Theirs was the first Jewish wedding in Berlin in the after-
math of the war.   

In 1949, after a few years spent assisting other Holocaust survivors, the Coppels 
moved from Berlin to Cincinnati, where the Coppels raised their two sons and have 
remained active in their efforts to ensure that new generations of Jews are able to 
witness first-hand accounts of this frightening recent chapter in Jewish history as well 
as the stories of hope represented by its survivors.   

Thanks to our religious school and Jason Mellman, the Seventh Grade class was able 
to listen to Mr. Coppel tell his story just a few days before the start of Passover, high-
lighting that the need for vigilance against slavery and oppression remains with us 
still.  Mr. Coppel told them what it was like to grow up as a Jew in Europe in the 
1930s and helped them to engage Holocaust history on a personal level.   

This year, during Pesach and on April 21 when we pause to reflect on Yom haShoah, 
these eight seventh-graders will have a new perspective with which to view our Jew-
ish history of triumph over adversity.  

A May of Bõnai Mitzvahs 
] Rachel Immerman, May 2 

] Brandon Kuy, May 9 

] Jared Witt, May 16 

] Elise Spiegel, May 23 

] Dan Ginsburg, May 29 
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Can You See The Forest for the Trees?  
 Beginning Thursday evening, May 28 we will celebrate our two day observance of 
the Festival of Shavuot that commemorates the receiving of Torah at Mt. Sinai. Since we re-
affirm our commitment to Godôs covenant, we also read the Book of Ruth who casts her lot 
with the God of Israel and the Jewish nation. Yet, in this sacred text although God is men-
tioned, God does not speak and He never acts! No one actually prays to the Almighty. It is 
only when we reach the end of the Book of Ruth that we gain a glimpse into the Divine plan. 
ñBoaz (Ruthôs husband) begot Oveid, Oveid begot Jesse and Jesse begot David.ò In the end, 
Godôs presence is felt as we come to understand that had it not been for Boaz marrying 
Ruth, (the great -grandmother of King David) David would not have been born and ultimately 
the Messiah would not emerge from the House of King David.   

So if we donôt get it until the end of the story, we should also ask whether Boaz, Ruth and Naomi understood 
the ultimate cosmic significance of the events in their lives as they experienced them? Answer: Probably not! Only with 
time did later generations come to appreciate and internalize Godôs plan for Ruth and her progeny. So, as we approach 
Shavuot we should take to heart the religious óperspectiveô of the Book of Ruth: since our life spans are so short, we, 
like our ancestors cannot truly grasp the significance of the mundane daily events that make up the tapestry of our lives. 
Simply put: We canôt visualize or comprehend the whole picture! As the prophet Isaiah reminds us: ñFor My plans are 
not your plans, Nor are My ways your ways, declares the Lord.ò (Isaiah 55:8) On this Shavuot, may we take to heart the 
religious message that our ancestors internalized: As Rabbi Hillel Millgram, author of Four Biblical Heroines and the Case 
for Female Authorship writes: ñOnly from the viewpoint of centuries can we attain the religious perspective. ò  

Chag Sameiach!  

Rabbi Moshe Meirovich  

Religious School Passover Seder   

 

The schoolõs Passover Seder (April 5, 20009) was led by Rabbi, assisted 
by all the teachers.  Grades Kindergarten -- Sixth Grades participated.  
Hank Lerer created plagues in bags for the students to take home for 
seders.  The Rabbi worked with the sixth grade students to be part of the 
"eaders of the seder.  All students designed their own kepahs and wine 
glasses to take home.  Parents assisted in the kitchen to prepare individ-
ual seder plates, and set up the social hall.  Some parents stayed to share 

the experience.   

It was a wonderful opportunity, and the participation was fantastic.   



 

Presidentõs Message 

As memories of Seders this year with our family and friends still leave me with a warm 
glow and scattered crumbs from the last Matzah eaten are swept away, I am now ready to turn my 
attention to the upcoming events at Ohav.  What some of you may not realize is that every week-
end in May there is a Bar or Bat Mitzvah planned as the calendar highlights on the last page of the 
Bulletin. As President, I have the wonderful honor to bestow upon each boy or girl who becomes 
Bar or Bat Mitzvah gifts that are symbolic of our faith. These include a Kiddush cup, a Siddur 
(prayer book) and a Tanakh, which includes the writings from the Torah (the Five Books of Moses), 
the Neviôim (books of the Prophets) and the Ketuvim (additional historical and theological writings 
of the Jewish people).  It is also a time to share with the congregation something special about 
each child and their family that allows us to marvel and connect a bit more to the extraordinary importance of this day.  

I can still remember when I became Bat Mitzvah at age 12 in 1966. I was told I was very lucky to have a date in 
April that coincided with the shortest Haftarah. My studying consisted of listening to a tape over and over again until I 
had the whole Haftarah and its cantillation memorized.  Though the chanting of the Haftarah was the only part of the 
service I did on that Friday evening, friends and family were invited to the service and a modest Oneg immediately af-
terwards.  They marked the event with a gift or US bond that I was to save for college. Yet the gift that was most spe-
cial for me was a leather-bound Websterôs Collegiate Dictionary with gold-plated pages.  The combination of my intense 
interest in words, love of reading, and playing Scrabble all were served for many years by this beautiful edition.  In fact 
43 years later, this dictionary has survived its many years of use and still has a special place in my book collection.  

However what was most striking for me when I became Bat Mitzvah was the contrast 
with my two older brothers when they became Bar Mitzvah.  Keep in mind that my 
having a service on a Friday evening meant there could be no lavish party with music, 
need for fancy clothes, or professional photographer taking pictures like by brothers 
had at their affairs.  At the time I was left feeling that my parents did not value me as 
much as my brothers.  However in actuality the reason this occurred was that women 
were not yet permitted to have an aliyah or read from the Torah, so the ceremony had 
to take place at a Shabbat service on Friday evening which does not involve reading 
from the Torah.  This meant that after a girl became Bat Mitzvah, it signaled the end of 
her participation in synagogue services since she could not officially be called to the 
Torah.   

I did not fully appreciate these restrictions until much later in life when I was offered the opportunity to become 
a full participant in services when a Conservative synagogue we joined in the 1990s became egalitarian.  I, along with a 
number of other women in the congregation, were encouraged to learn the Friday night service and then progress on to 
Shacharit for the Saturday morning service.  We were a dedicated group with a strong desire to master the haunting 
nusachs (traditional melodies) and become part of the growing core of skilled congregants that assisted with davening 
for services.  

It is my hope for Ohav that as we share in the many Sômachot (Simchas) in the month of May and enjoy listen-
ing to these children chant their Haftarot, that some of us consider studying a part of the Shabbat service to help ex-
pand our lay leadership who help with davening for services. If this interests you, male or female alike, please call me at 
home at 761-1519 or just come talk to me after services on Shabbat  and we can explore, with the help of Rabbi and 
the Ritual Committee, how best to make this happen. 

B'Shalom   

Shelley Kirk, President  
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10% Sisterhood Discount is Applicable 

 

Visit our Gift Shop and see our complete selection of 

Judaic Jewelry as well as all of our other gift items  

Sisterhood Bulletin Board 
Sisterhood presented a check for $41,000 to Shel-
ley Kirk, Synagogue President, at the Donor Lunch-
eon, exceeding this yearôs commitment of $33,000. 
In addition to this sum, we have paid for certain repairs 
and supplies and Kiddush enhancements for the syna-
gogue.   

Thank you to our wonderful members who work so tire-
lessly to earn this money and to continue the legacy of a 
great Sisterhood. 

Thanks to everyone who has supported our many projects
--- Catering, Gift Shop, Cookbooks, Attic and hamen-
taschen sales.  

We are always looking for new ideas and new people to 
help us keep the fun in fundraising.  

May Meeting:  Sunday, May 17, 10 AM.  Bagels, Cof-
fee and Conversation are on the agenda as is scheduling 
our calendar events for next year.  

Closing Luncheon: Tuesday, June 2.   Watch for de-
tails, or contact Terry Brodof, t.brodof@capital -drug.com 
for more information.   If you are interested in sharing 
ideas or helping plan projects for next year, Terry would 
love to hear from you.   

Itôs not too early to start thinking Attic Sale  which be-
gins on July 30. Please start putting aside any items that 
you think we can sell.  Questions? Contact Stephany 
Schechtman, 677-0446, or Lois Germain, klda@aol.com. 

A special thanks to: 

Les Goldfarb  for the use of his warehouse and truck to 
pick up and store some items.    

Larry and Eric Schwartz, Ed and Jonathan Schul-
man for schlepping sofas for us. 

Sisterhood Sunshine: The lovely notes you receive 
when you are ill, suffer a loss, or celebrate a simcha are 
written by Phyllis Gevelber.  

The Board has now instituted another way to reach out to 
our members in need. An email will be sent out periodi-
cally informing members of illnesses and deaths in fami-
lies, so anyone interested can show their concern in any 
way they choose.   

If you know of anyone who is ill or would appreciate peo-
pleôs calls, donations, other attentions, please let Lois 
know (klda@aol.com or 791-8717) 

Game Day: It was a small crowd, but those who at-
tended enjoyed an afternoon playing mah jong, bridge, 
and scrabble. Thanks to Stephany Schechtman  for or-
ganizing this fun event.  

 

Book Discussion Group : Last Tuesday of 
each month at 1:30 PM.  Call Phyllis Gevel-
ber , 677-3233, for details.   

A limited number of Holocaust Survivor 
Cookbooks  still are available for $36.  The 
beautiful books, on display in the Gift Shop 
and office, make great gifts for others (and for 
yourself)! Our thanks to Bobbie Winkler for 
suggesting this wonderful and successful project. 

Rosh Hodesh Learning Service and Breakfast: 
Thanks to Peppy Gallop  and Amy Healey -Callahan  for 
sponsoring the breakfast in April.   

Mark Your Calendars:        

Tuesday, June 2           Closing Luncheon 

July 30-31, Aug 2-3    Attic Sale 

 

Board Meetings:  First Tuesday of each month at 4:30 
PM.  We are looking for new Board members. If interested 
in serving, call Amy at 236-7284 for information.  

If you would like to receive Sisterhood  emails , please 
send your address to Lois Germain  (klda@aol.com) 


