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Congregation Ohav Shalom, an
egalitarian Conservative synagogue
rooted in a rich heritage of
traditional Jewish values, Is
committed to enhancing the
reljgious, spiritual, educational and
cultural life of its members and the
larger Jewish community through a
commitment to Torah, our
community, and continuity and
growth amid change.
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The Kehilla School:
Ohav and Northern Hills Join Forces

The wéahild fior Acommunityo wild.l
for all of our students at Northern Hills Synagogue, Congrega-
tion Bbénai Avraham and Congfteg
School for Creative Jewish Education is the name of our new
Pre-K i 7 combined school. Classes will be divided between
both buildings, with first semester Wednesdays at Ohav Sha-

lom and Sundays at Northern Hills, and second semester
Wednesdays at Northern Hills and Sundays at Ohav Shalom.

am pleased that Northern Hills and
extensive resources and talents for the benefit of all of our children. Our students
will experience the best teachers and practices of both schools, twice as many stu-
dent s, and the involvement of both Rabbi
ger, educational director of the new joint school. She is working on staffing and cur-
riculum with Donna Fox, educational consultant. The youth groups are also merging

and will share an adult advisor, Sarah Lempert.

il

O

A board of education made up of members of both congregations is meeting to work

P ; . out the details. For more information, or to register for the fall, please call Tracy
andy S/lovin, Mends CI! Ub. . . .
Weisberger, Educational Director, at 931-6040. We also have a new website
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Cl ub
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8100 Cornell Road
Cincinnati, OH 45249

Phone: (513) 489-3399

Fax: (513) 489-3372
Website: www.ohavshalom.org
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www.kehilla-cincy.org, Check it out!!!

Meet and Greet

First Day of School

All students and parents come cele-
OrateBEtD GsCas Wd bl @ the new

schB@l ge@rvithi akaknival Ae@bratidn QO E .
on Sunday, September 13, 2009 at
Northern Hills Synagogue., 5714 Fields

Ertel Road.

Please join us Sunday, August 30
from 46pmAZl O +AEEI |
AT A COAAOGA6 7A

ern Hills Synagogue at 4, then at five
we will head to Congregation Ohav
Shalom for the second part of the
event.

] Receive informational materials ]  Opening ceremony

Participate in crafts and activities ] Interactive learning and activities

Parents stay for a memorable opening
ceremony and come back at 12:00 for
a family lunch.

]
] Take a tour of both facilities
] Enter araffle

Non-members welcome!

High Holiday Services
Full Coverage Inside
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Why Do WS8harfalafovaln? o0

Ko/ Hatchalot Kashortei Al | Beginnings are Difficult!o
think about as we begin a new Jewish year. Wh
bring about change in our thinking and behavi
things in our |lives, we have to start with th

I propose that one way to get ourselves s
with the very greeting that we are accustomed
that English (not Hebrew) phrase: fiHappy New
qui t e diShanah Tovait ' melaGoedYear! So, whatdés the diff
English when referring to the Hebrew? First, itds an inac
each other a fihappy new year, 0 we woul&hamar 3betaalinoesda & ahde,
wisheachother: i Shanah-hfaowea mo A GOODO year! Why? Because in the fi
of His creations as AGOOD. 0 Therefore, one of the goals o
very hard to measure: Goodness is more quantifiable! How so? Just look at your own life! You know when something
good happens to you. But trying to identify fAhappinesso i
ish tradition zeroed in on the first wish we hope for our
and from there will emerge the inner contentment (is that another word for happiness?) in our lives.

Y e s Kol Hatchalot KashoteAl | Begi nnings are Difficulto So, as we b
make in our lives, perhaps one of the easiest ways to begin that transformation is to internalize the deeper message of
fiShanah Tovah 6 The Hebrew indeed captures it all!

Shanah TovahMayderak e bléssedt with a GOOD year filled with sweetness!

Rabbi Moshe Meirovich

Family Reflections on the High Holidays

Sometimes it is hard to believe that our two children, Jessica and Jonas, in their young
adult years have chosen paths that are intricately tied to their Jewish faith. Jessica, who will be
starting her second year of graduate school at Hebrew University in Jerusalem and has been
studying Hebrew intensely this past year, has decided to make aljyah to Israel this year. Jonas,
who has worked this past year with the religious school and youth groups at Ohav, has also as-
sisted with davening for services, since his dream is to become a cantor. Many at shu/have asked
my husband Joe and | AWhat did you do to make
people actively involved in the Jewi s h-dag tipnou
Israel through the Birthright program and Jonas spending a year in Tel Aviv in the community ser-
vice program, Tikkun Olum and earlier being a summer camp counselor at Camp Livingston and Camp Sabra in Missouri
had their impact. However | do believe events far earlier in their lives had set the stage for these later developments,
which brings me to thinking back to Rosh Hashanah when Jessica and Jonas were very young.

In September of 1983 when Jessica was just 18 months old, | had a very strong desire

for us to attend services as a family on Rosh Hashanah. Since we were not affiliated

with any synagogue at the time and did not have any extended family members in

town to tag along with, we decided to go to services at the Hillel in Cincinnati. | knew

in my heart that this was the right thing to do as | felt it was important for Jessica and

us as a family to start being exposed to the sights and sounds of what it meant to be

Jewish. The photograph pictured was taken to capture that special moment before we

|l eft for services and | even wrote down th
companied the photo:

AAl I dressed wuvp for my first Rosh Hashana
mommy and my favorite dog, Abby. Abby coul «
s fun watching the resident canaries and listening to a few moments of the service in

Rosh Hashanah 1983 Hebrew. o




Yes, there were canaries at the Hillel that amused Jessica for awhile, but | do recall the expression on her face
when she first heard the Hebrew prayers chanted. It was a moment of awe and wonder for all of us, and started us on a
journey that kept Jewish values and practices as an integral part of our lives.

A few years later living in Pasadena, California where Jonas was born, we were members of a very large conser-
vative synagogue and Jessica and Jonas were both enrolled in the Jewish day school that was offered at the same site
as our synagogue. Starting at a very young age Jonas enjoyed music. We would often waken to the sounds of Jonas
singing to himself in his crib. So it did not come as a surprise that Jonas also came to enjoy the music at the religious
services.

However it was one year at Rosh Hashanah in Pasadena with Jonas that is
etched in my memory as being quite remarkable. Though the sanctuary was very
large, seating in the pews was traditionally reserved for those members who were
able to make a significant financial contribution to the sAul The rest of us, which  others at Ohav to come forward
included many of the younger families, were seated much further back in chairs and share their own expetri-
brought in to provide extra seating for the High Holiday services. Jonas was very ences with the congregation
curious about all that was happening on the bima and at age 4 struggled to see
what was going on. Jonas asked if he could sit closer and | explained that those
seats were reserved for others. Jonas persisted that he could not see and decided i 7
he would take it upon himself to be seated closer. So he walked, hand in hand with Ohav Shalom in their lives.
another girt from his Kindergarten class, down the aisle to the second row of pews
to find a seat. The congregants seated were surprised to see these young children unaccompanied, but graciously
moved over to offer them a seat. Jonas and his school friend sat there for some time listening and watching the service.
When Jonas returned to us he was beaming and triumphant that he was able to find a better seat. That was also the
year when there were four congregants positioned in the four corners of the sanctuary, blowing the Shofarat the same
time. What an amazing sound and experience for us all, and capped by the determination of a young boy to get a closer
view.

It is my hope that these
personal stories will inspire

that highlight the importance of
their Judaism and Congregation

So maybe it is not so surprising that our children have pursued interests that embrace what we as a Jewish fam-
ily have valued and treasured all these years.

This year as we approach the High Holidays and | prepare to share my thoughts with you on Yom Kippur at Ko/
Nidres er vi ces, I ook forward to speaking more about our
take on such active roles at Ohav. It is my hope that these personal stories will inspire others at Ohav to come forward
and share their own experiences with the congregation that highlight the importance of their Judaism and Congregation
Ohav Shalom in their lives. This can be done by writing a Letter to the Editor for the Bulletin, speaking from the bima at
a religious service, or simply in casual conversation with others when at a synagogue event or at a Kiddush following
Shabbat morning services. The more we reach out to one another and learn what has brought us to Ohav Shalom, we
will enrich and strengthen our community now and for many years to come.

In closing, Joe and | want to take this opportunity to wish you and your family a Shanah Tovah Tikatevu, may you be
inscribed (in the Book of Life) for a good year!

Shelley Kirk, President

Introducing our 2009/5770 High Holiday Appeal

Our High Holy Day / Yom Kippur Appeal is critical to our continued financial viability. This is true of numerous
congregations. Some realize more from their Yom Kippur Appeal than regular dues income. It presents an opportunity to
boost the synagogue operations in a meaningful way. Dues, which comprise only about 40% of our income needs, have
been decreased by $500 for a family and $225 for a single member! This opens the way for each of us to make a real
difference byo s ¢t r e our Appealfpledges as agliécretionary  part of our financial commitment to the syna-
gogue.

On Yom Kippur, each member will receive a High Holy Day Appeal Card. | urge you at this time to reach deep
into your hearts and respond accordingly at our High Holy Day Yom Kippur Appeal. Remember, the shul can only be
there for you, if you are there for the shul! Your support really counts!

Barry Joffe
High Holy Day Appeal Committee



Rosh HaShanah Basics
by Glenn Bochner, Gabbi Sheni

The name Rosh HaShanahliterally means the Head or
Leader of the Jewish Year. The Jewish New Year is tradi-
tionally celebrated for two full days, both in and outside
of Israel. As with all Jewish holidays, the observance be-
gins at sunset before the first day.

Prior to Rosh Hashanah, it is traditional to prepare for the

festival by getting a haircut and by purchasing or freshly

cleaning one's dress clothes. New clothing reinforces the
themes of Newness/Clean Slate and Celebration and en-
ables us to recite the Shehechiyanuprayer, as we thank

The Almighty for the blessing of reaching a momentous

occasion.

The prayers include special, awe-inspiring melodies and
are recited with special fervor by the Chazzanand the
congregation. Hearing the blowing of the shofaris a To-
rah commandment, so it is important to concentrate in
silence when it is sounded.

It is customary to wish one another a Good New Year. In
Hebrew, people say, "Leshanah tovali, and some add
" Tikatev vetichatam’' meaning fiMay
sealed for a Good
Umetukd' (a good and sweet year). The typical Yiddish
greetings are "a gut yoar" (a good year) or " gut yon-
tiff" (a good Holy Day).

Special foods include a round challah, to underscore the
cyclical nature of the year. Raisins in the challah suggest
sweetness. For the same reason, salt is replaced by
honey for dipping the challah At the beginning of the

meal, we take an apple and dip it also into honey, as we

make a request to The Al-
mighty that we be renewed

for a sweet year. On the

second night, one can eat a
fruit that he or she has

never had or has not had
for a long while, in order to

add a reason to recite the
Shehecheyanu

There are those who try not to take a nap during the first
day, as a sign that they are putting forth their best on the
Day of Judgment. On the afternoon of the first day (or
the second day when the first day is Shabbat or foul
weather), we walk to a large or flowing body of water
and symbolically cast away our sins in the form of bread,
in a ceremony called Taschlich

May we all be inscribed for a year of good health, con-
tentment, prosperity, and peace.

Watch for articles from the Ritual Committee on the
basics of other holidays throughout the Jewish calendar.

High Holy Days Happenings

for families with children

EREV ROSH HASHANAH &
EREV YOM KIPPUR (KOL NIDRE)
Friday, September 18 & Sunday, September 27
No Childcare or Youth Service

ROSH HASHANAH & YOM KIPPUR
Saturday & Sunday, September 19 and 20
& Monday, September 28

2-4 Years K @ 2nd 3rd g 6th
Grades Grades
10:30 611:30 Childcare Service Main
Sanctuary
11:30 61:00 Childcare Games Service

you be
Y e 8manadovd®A not her

Children & Teen Schedule
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writte
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1-4 Year Olds

10:30 am - 1:15 pm
Childcare in First Floor room & Muscle Room

K 8 2nd Graders:
10:30 am - 11:30 am
Service in the Board Room
11:30 am - 1:00 pm
Games in the Upstairs Classrooms

3rd § 6th Graders:
10:30 am - 11:30 am
In main Service with parents
11:30 am 6 1:00 pm
Junior Congregation in the Chapel

7th-12th Graders:
10:30 am - 11:30 am
In main Service with parents
11:30 am 6 1:00 pm
Teen Discussion Groups in various Rooms

TASHLICH
For adults and children of all ages
Sunday, September 20, 7:15 pm

YOM KIPPUR TRIVIA GAME & HAVDALLAH
For children of all ages
Monday, September 28, 7:30 pm
Trivia Game in the Chapel,
followed by flashlight procession into the sanctuary




Project Isaiah 2009

(Ohav Shalom bag food drive on Yom Kippur)

Dear Fellow Congregants:

The Ohav Shalom Social Action Committee is again collecting rRoerishable foods to donate to the
Freestore Foodbank located in Bond Hill in Cincinnati, OH. They believe that in a land of milk and honey,
there should be no hunger. Here are some highlights of key accomplishments:

Feeds and serves the hungry, the homeless and those in other crises.
Is Ohio's only foodbank to offer families a full spectrum of services.

Fills the pantry shelves of approximately 500 other agencies, soup kitchens, shelters and other agen-
cies in 20 counties with donated food.

Feeds 150,000200,000 people every year, many of them several times.
Volunteers donate 9600 hours each year helping sort and distribute donated food.

Without our support, none of what they do would be possible. So please take home 1 or 2 bags

and return them to Ohav Shalom FILLED WITH NON-PERISHABLE FOOD AND PAPER PRODUCTS
on Kol Nidrei evening, Sunday, September 27 th, 2009. Our young people will be available to pick up
bags from your car, upon arrival that evening. There will be a truck available on site to deliver our filled
bags to the Food Bank.

In 2008, we collected 2,000 pounds of nomperishable food and paper products on Kol Nidrei evening, a
new record for Ohav Shalom. Our goal for this year is to collect even more!

7A AT AT OOACA Ui 6 61 OOA Ul 60 +0I CAO CEZAO AAOAO O
benefits the needy and our own shul.

Thank you for your continued support of Project Isaiah. If you are interested in joining the Social Action
Committee, please contact Richard Behrman, 522683.

Thanks to Ed Gallop and the Duro Bag Manufacturing Company for supplying the bags.



Ohav Town Hall Meeting

by Michael Sullivan

On July 26, about 50 members of the congregation as-
sembled at Ohav Shalom for the Town Hall meeting that
was scheduled to allow an open forum for communication
of pressing issues. President Shelley Kirk presided over
the meeting and a fruitful discussion ensued based on the
agenda she provided.

Religious School. Combined education with Northern
Hills Synagogue was at the top of the docket. The good
news is that by combining our youth, we have pooled to-

gether over 40 students (and possibly as many as 50) to
maintain a critical mass of young people coming together
to grow as educated Jews. This move doubles the num-
ber of students in the program and includes support for

pre-school. Also of note is that the new program is

budget-neutral; we have neither cut investment into our

youth education nor have we added to the current budget

needs of the synagogue. Classes will start off on Wednes-
days at Ohav Shalom and on Sundays at Northern Hills;
this scheduling will reverse in the second half of the year.

The combined program - which includes students from pre
-school through the seventh grade and is open to all Jew-
ish youth in the area regardless of affiliation - was estab-
lished through a one-year agreement to allow everyone
involved the best possible oppor-
tunity to learn how best to pro-

ceed next year. Those directly
involved in planning will meet in
November to discuss the shared
program's progress. Donna Fox
has been instrumental in coordi-
nating efforts on behalf of our

congregation.

Next the Town Hall addressed rab-
After renegotiating a part-time contract

Rabbinical Services.
binical services.
with Rabbi Meirovich, we as a community must come to
terms with the reality that a greater percentage of reli-
gious support must come from volunteers among us.
Rabbi Meirovich's contract is set at 26 Shabbatot for the

next year. The contract establishes Rabbi Meirovich's in-
volvement in all b'nei mitzvah, High Holy Day services,
grief counseling, and the like. The Rabbi's endowment
fund helps to make this a viable option. Our hope is to
return to being able to support full -time rabbinic service;
to that end, we must apply ourselves to making Ohav Sha-
lom an inviting community for Jews new to the area or
those who are not currently members of other syna-
gogues. Only by reinvigorating our congregation will we
be able to once again benefit from full -time rabbinic in-
volvement. Efforts are being made to minimize the loss of
service being provided to homebound members of the
congregation as well as to those in assisted-living environ-
ments. Given that this change to a part -time contract will

affect each family differently, it is important for congrega-
tion members to communicate issues with synagogue
leadership as the issues arise. In sum, many synagogues
in America survive (and even thrive) under similar circum-
stances; the one thing every success story has in common
is that the community has stepped up to guarantee a
thriving and vibrant synagogue experience.

Membership Dues. The third
topic for discussion was member-
ship and the dues structure. This
topic proved to be the most deli-
cate, as expected. The current lay
leadership of the synagogue is
convinced that pragmatism is the
best way forward in terms of the
budget. The foundation of a sus-
tainable synagogue budget is membership dues, and our
goal is to reform our dues structure so that all members of
the congregation can feel that their membership dues
serve as an investment rather than a burden. In recent
years, our dues structure has not meshed well with com-
munity expectations. As such, for the coming year we will
offer three levels of membership: Benefactor, Regular, and
Associate. Dues levels have been reduced across the
board in a further effort to provide approachable options
for the entire community. Anyone who does not feel that
this revised structure allows them to budget for member-
ship should contact synagogue administrators privately to
find a workable solution. The new dues structure is aimed
at keeping these members and making it easier for new
members to join. While on the subject, a suggestion was
raised to use tickets for the High Holy Days. Roughly 40%
of those in attendance supported the idea, though it
should be noted that this idea proved to be the most con-
tentious of the day and additional discussion would be
needed before serious consideration could be given to the
idea.

Congreational Collaborative. Our recent collaboration
with B'nai Tzedek and Beit Chaverim was the fourth topic
for discussion. Nearly 100 people participated in the com-
bined Fourth of July event, which was organized by the
Joint Adult Intergenerational Programming Committee.
The goal of this committee is to reinvigorate Ohav Shalom
by drawing in the broader Jewish community. There is no
consideration at this point of merging synagogues; the
objective is to stimulate Jewry in the area to spend more
time Jewishly, and coordinating specific events with other
congregations should help achieve that objective.

As we move forward, we are faced with the realization
that our experiences at Ohav Shalom will be as good as
we make them. Participation will achieve what money
cannot.



Rabbi Mei rovichos Part T
Shabbat & Office Hours Schedule

As has been communicated to the congregation a new cgear contract was negotiated with Rabbi Mei-
rovich which adjusts his role to parttime status as of July 1, 2009. This new contract states what the expecta-
tions and responsibilities are for the coming year in regard to participation in religious services (e.§habbat
selected holidays!' 8 T A E ); difi@diing AoEHigh Holiday services, pastoral care, involvement in the new reli-
gious school, and other selected duties as negotiated. The new contract stipulates that the Rabbi will officiate at
26 Shabbatot during the year. At the Congregational Town Hall meeting the question was raised as to whether
congregants will know in advance as to which Shabbatot he will be present and what consulting hours have

been laid out. The following schedule has been agreed with the Rabbi:

26 Shabbatot for the Year:

August 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 January 16 (Bar Mitzvah Cody Helton), 30
September 12, 19, 26 February 13 (Bat Mitzvah Nicole Malofsky) 20
October 3, 10, 24 (Bar Mitzvah, Levi Healey) March 6 (Bat Mitzvah Melanie Pettis)

November 14 (Marty Ruben 24 Bar Mitvah), 13 (Bar Mitzvah Jason Littman) 20

November 21 April 10 (Bat Mitzvah Rachel Kravitz) 17
December 12, 19 May 8, 15

Office Hours for 2009:

The following hours have been set aside for congregants to schedule time with the Rabbi. The Rabbi will how-
ever exercise flexibility and substitute other windows of time should it be necessary, to accommodate specific
congregant needs.

August 13 10-12 noon October 22 4-6 p.m.

August 27 10-12 noon November 12 4-6 p.m.
September 17 4-6 p.m. November 19 4-6 p.m.
September 24 4-6 p.m. December 1@ 4-6 p.m.
October & 4-6 p.m. December 1% 4-6 p.m.

To contact Rabbi Meirovich , please call either the office 488399 and leave a message or email the rabbi at
rabbi@fuse.net For emergency situations he can be reached at his home number 4BB09.


mailto:rabbi@fuse.net

Sisterhood Bulletin Bodr ‘ﬁ‘%,

The year ended with aClosing Dinner and speaker  $18 (10% Sisterhooddiscount applicable). Come take
on June 2. Thanks t&ue Goldmeier for chairing the advantage of this great buy for yourself or as a gift.
event and toTerry Brodof and Rick Porter for prepar-

ing the meal. We proudly announce that the Sisterhood Gift Shop has

Thank you to Stephany Schechtman for sending out made a$3,000 contribution - to the Synagogue.

dues statements for the coming year. We hope that
everyone will get their dues in promptly as we gear up
for a new year, packed full of events and projects.

CATERING: If you would like Sis- Shari Malowitz has been a devoted gifshop volunteer
terhood to cater your simcha, please for years. She has taken on much responsibility in a
contact Lauren LaBonte  |eadership role. Gerry Shokler, treasurer, does an in-
(gllabonte@aol.com or 703-4000). valuable service by keeping our accounts and making
Let our Sisterhood women work sure our taxes and bills are paid.Julie Kaufman,
their magic by providing a beautiful 3 E A O E 8hénd peEsGnEhis past season, works every
and tasty display of food for your special event! We do sunday in the Shop and sets up the Gift Shop table at
+EAAOOE 1 01 AEATT O Al O " 0 lods kventsEHeUdfeRdadiity Anbl Wiklirfgfe2 QAL E A O
Birthdays, Brit Milot. ways lend a helping hand is so appreciatedShirley
GIFT SHOP NEWS: Ruben, Debbie Fox, Zelda Brown and Bobbie o
Winkler, x ET  OI ET A OEA OEI bo6 AAA
We would like to thank Joyce Goldberg for donating devoted workers.All of you are very much appreciated.
a selection of handdesigned, hand knitted "Sak™like  Without you we could not run our Gift Shop.
purses. These beautifully crafted shoulder bags come
in various colors and are available atthe low price of We still have just a few Holocaust
Survivors Cookbooks available for
$36. The beautiful books are on dis-

play in the Gift Shop. They make won-

OhaV Shalom derful gifts.
Fanny Kizner Kuhr Gift Shop

We want to thank our valuable volunteers for all of
their dedication this past year:

BOOK DISCUSSION GROUP:
Last Tuesday of each month at
1:30 PM. Call Phyllis Gevelber,
677-3233, for info.

KNITTING CLUBwill take a summer break and resume
this fall.

PROGRAM IDEAS? Want to help with programs? Con-
tact Terry Brodof, t.brodof@capitaldrug.com.

BOARD MEETINGSFirst Tuesday of the month at 4:30
PM. If you are interested in serving on the Board, call
Amy at 236-7284 for information.

10% Sisterhood Discount is Applicable
If you would like to receive Sisterhoodmails, please

Visit our Gift Shop and see our complete selection of send your address to Lois Germaiflda@aol.con)
Judaic Jewelry as well as all of our other gift items
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